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operation you were able to fulfil your task. I
very naturally expected that you and I would win uni-
versal applause, for I ventured to think that we have earned
the gratitude of all well-meaning people. But to my regret
and astonishment I observe that a great -many blame us
both instead. Especially the press has behaved in the
basest way against me. By some papers I am credited with
being the author of annexation and am accused amongst
other rot and nonsense of having humiliated Russia by my
proposal. Of course you know better. Yet the fact must be
taken note of that the papers mostly create public opinion.
Some of the papers err through their ignorance and lack of
correct information; they can scarcely see farther than their
nose's length. But more dangerous and at the same time
loathesome is that part of the press which writes what it is
paid for. The scoundrels who do such dirty work, are in no
fear of starving. They will always incite the hostility of
one nation against the other and when at last, by their
hellish'devices, they have brought about the much desired
collision, they sit down and watch the fight which they or-
ganized, resting well assured that the profit will be theirs,
no matter what the issue may be. In this way in 99 cases
out of a hundred, what is vulgarly called "public opinion"
is a mere forgery.76
To this the Tsar replied: "Everything you write about
the Press, as you know from our previous conversations, I
agree with completely. It is one of the curses of modern
times." 7T
In his discussions with the German Ambassador at St.
Petersburg concerning the Press, Sazonov sometimes argued
that what the Russian Press said was of little or no impor-
tance; that the German Government and the German Press
made a mistake in paying bo much attention to it; that it
represented the views only of a small group of uninfluendal
Hussian fanatics. But at other times the Russian Foreign
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